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vided in this contract shall be taken and construed as cumulative:—that is, in addition to each and every other remedy herein provided; and the company shall have any and all equitable and legal remedies which it would in any case have.
R. H.
114b. The Use of General Glauses in Engineering Specifications. While the general clauses here described with illustrative examples may appear to tfte reader unnecessarily voluminous, their purpose and effect is to clearly define the business relations of the parties, and to prevent injustice being done to either party. They are also calculated to prevent litigation and delay in the final settlement, and if they are able to effect these ends they are well worth inserting, even where the work to be done is relatively small, and unimportant. The engineer should be careful, however, that all such clauses are consistent as between themselves, and it is best also to make them mutually exclusive. In other words, the same thing should not be described or defined in more than one clause, as repetitions only weaken the document. Furthermore, no condition or limitation should be inserted without a full intention of strict compliance. If the engineer begins to relax in his requirements in one particular, the contractor will not be slow to take advantage of such precedents, and to claim similar privileges in other directions. If the engineer could know in advance who the contractor was to be, many of the clauses here offered might be dispensed with, in case the contractor was known to be thoroughly honest and competent. The specifications are prepared in advance, however, and it is wise to assume that the contractor will be a more or less irresponsible party, without reputation to sustain, and whose sole object is personal gain. It must also be understood that the clauses here given are offered only as illustrative examples, and not to be blindly copied. The engineer in writing the specifications should have clearly in mind what the business relations are intended to be, and make his general clauses consistent with that conception. He could probably consult other specifications, or the clauses as given above, as suggestions and to enable him to avoid omitting some essential condition which he wishes to insert. It is believed, by the author, that the clauses here quoted have the support of the leading members of the profession in this country, and that they are well adapted to determine the conditions which the engineers who use them desired to impose. It must not be supposed, however, that all these general clauses would ever be embodied in any one specification.

